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was only bringing out in bolder relief his infirmities and
vulgar characteristics. His own letters and correspondence
developed his want of sincerity and truth, though he af-
fected to be offended that he had even been doubted in
those qualities. If he had any cause to be offended with
either the President or the gentlemen of the Cabinet, it
was because they had not remained silent and suppressed
the truth when he had equivocated and falsified what had
taken place. It is the consciousness of unsuccessful guilt
and detected error, as much, perhaps, as weak and unhappy
traits of character, which excites his animosity. He is
deficient in some of the nobler qualities of mind. . . .
Ten years ago he was a porter ... in a leather store; but
for the War he would be there still.

We concurred as to his attributes and weakness. I sug-
gested that with his narrow mind and intense malignity
he might not consent to a public inauguration in our pre-
sence. The President said he had given that subject a
thought or two, and it might be well for us all to go to the
Capitol together and leave it together. I asked why we
should be present at all. If the President-elect was so dis-
respectful and wanting in courtesy as not to comply with
common customary civilities and call, as was his duty, on
the Chief Magistrate whom he was to succeed, I did not
feel disposed, and hoped he did not, to be a part of the
train on the 4th of March. General Jackson declined to
call on Mr. J. Q. Adams when he came to Washington
in 1829, and Mr. Adams and his Cabinet very properly
declined to attend the inauguration. The President said
he was not aware of that fact. It was a precedent for us
which he was glad to learn.

January 4, Monday. Mr. Hubbell1 and Judge B-----of

Ohio called on me with an application from young B-----,

formerly a lieutenant in the Navy, backed by a number of
prominent citizens of that State, asking to be reinstated
1 Probably James R. Hubbell, Member of Congress from Ohio, 1865-67,